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Year 5 Newsletter

September 2026

Welcome to Year 5! We hope you had a lovely summer holidays. The children have settled in well and are
really enjoying being back in class, it has been great to see all the smiles! We have lots of exciting topics

coming up this term! =
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Writing | PER FE CT\‘]
This half term, the children will begin by using their previous reading book, A Place ) £ W
Called Perfect, to inspire their writing. They will write a setting description of the G - %& - 79
Ghost Estate, developing their use of descriptive language to create a vivid picture : | W

for the reader. They will also learn about adverbials and relative clauses and how

these can be used to add detail and variety to their writing.

The children will then move on to our new writing focus, Deadly Animals. They will
write to inform, creating an engaging piece of writing that makes the reader aware
of the dangers posed by different animals. They will develop their ability to organise information clearly
and use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures to interest and inform the reader.
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Maths

To begin the half term, the children will be developing their understanding of place value, working with
numbers up to 1,000,000. They will read, write, order and compare numbers, identify the value of each
digit, count in powers of 10 and round numbers to different degrees of accuracy. They will also explore
Roman numerals up to 1,000 and recognise years written using Roman numerals.

Following this, the children will develop their skills in addition and subtraction, using both mental and
formal written methods to solve calculations and multi-step problems. They will learn to use rounding to
check their answers and apply their knowledge of different operations when solving problems.

Finally, the children will explore decimal fractions, reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers with
up to three decimal places. They will develop their understanding of thousandths and how these relate to
tenths and hundredths, as well as rounding decimals to two decimal places and to the nearest whole
number.

Science

This half term, the children will be learning about Earth and Space.
They will explore our Solar System, including the Sun and the eight
planets, and develop their understanding of how the planets move
around the Sun. They will investigate day and night, the seasons and
the Moon, using models to help explain these concepts. The children




will also explore how our understanding of the Solar System has changed over time, learning about the
work of scientists such as Ptolemy, Alhazen and Copernicus.. They will use their knowledge to develop a
deeper understanding of our planet and its place within the Solar System.

Art

This term, the children will be exploring British Woodland Animals through
drawing. They will study the work of wildlife artists and learn how careful
observation can be used to create realistic representations of animals. The
children will develop their understanding of proportion, texture, tone,
form and detail, exploring how different artists use a range of styles and
techniques to capture the distinctive features of animals. They will use
these skills and artist studies to inspire their own work, culminating in a
detailed observational drawing of a British woodland animal.

History

This half term, the children will be learning about Ancient Greece, exploring Greek life, achievements and
the influence of Ancient Greek civilisation on the western world. They will discover how Ancient Greece
was made up of small, rival communities called city-states and compare what life was like in Athens and
Sparta, including their geography, armies, education, society and systems of government. The children will
explore the democratic system used in Athens and consider how it has influenced democracy in Britain
today. They will also investigate the Olympic Games and the ideas of famous philosophers such as
Socrates, Plato and Hippocrates, developing their understanding of the lasting influence of Ancient Greece.

P.E

The children will have PE on Mondays and Wednesdays. On Mondays, they will need their outdoor PE kit,
while on Wednesdays they will need their indoor PE kit. This term, the children will be developing their
skills through rugby and dodgeball. They will have opportunities to improve their throwing, catching,
movement and coordination skills, while developing their understanding of teamwork, tactics and fair play.
The children will also be encouraged to build confidence, communicate effectively with others and
demonstrate positive attitudes when working as part of a team.

Reading




The children are studying extracts this term. They will look at a
range of non-fiction and fictions texts, focussing on vocabulary,
author intention and comprehension skills.

Please make every effort to ensure your child reads at least 3
times a week at home and sign their reading diary. We are
continuing to monitor and reward children every Friday when
they have read 3 times. Children have the opportunity to change
their reading books on a Monday and a Thursday.

Star of the Week
We look forward to our celebration assembly every Friday in school. Star of the week certificates are given
out each week linked to our school values.

Thank you for your continued support

The Year 5 Team




